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and Finance and all the other pillars of society with such
Olympian authority. Alas, while waiting for the great
Frenchman in an ante-room, they were so overcome by its
evidences of wealth and culture that they fled precipitately and
never saw him. Full Socialism cannot be practised except
in a community of Socialists. A man who tried to practise
it in a capitalist community, even if the law permitted,
would be acting more like a sore thumb than a Socialist.
The remedy is to be a Socialist on paper. The arm-chair
Socialist can lacerate, pull down, and rebuild society to his
his heart's content. When Shaw is accused of arm-chair
Socialism, or, by the more impatient of his brethren, of
actual apostasy, to defend himself he takes refuge among
the highest, thus: * Even in Syria in the time of Jesus His
teachings could not possibly have been realized by a series
of independent explosions of personal righteousness on the
part of the separate units of the population.' Moreover,
the people who accuse Shaw of degenerating into an arm-
chair critic forget that he was never anything else. They
should note, however, that his arm-chair is a hard one, and
always drawn up to his desk.
Shaw himself is as anxious as any one to dispel the
illusion that he has become respectable, which he says is
bad for the sale of his works. * Nobody reads me,' he
laments. 'They all regard me as a classic and treat me
like an archbishop.' If this is true, if we have kicked Shaw
upstairs into a sort of literary House of Lords, he must
take what comfort he can from the fact that nowadays it is
not the fashion to treat archbishops with respect; for, thanks
partly to him, we no longer look upon our elders as our
betters. Maybe, however, it is true that he is losing some
of his power of irritating the public, of provoking it to
thought, argument, and disagreement. The public is too
used to him and can anticipate too closely what he will say.
He has become approachable, it seems; and in his old age
he looks strokable. To his mingled delight and horror he
finds himself popular after a long period of unpopularity,
like Queen Victoria. Now popularity is a serious matter
to the rebel, for it cuts the ground from under his feet.
When all agree with the rebel, from whom shall he rebel ?